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Spirit and Form: Some Envisions on the Construction of Quality Governance
Mindset in Higher Education with Chinese Characteristics

CAO Yannan' SHI Jinghuan®
(1. Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089;
2. Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084;
3. China Association of Higher Education, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: In the critical period of transition from high—speed growth to high—quality development of higher
education in China, there is an urgent need to shift the driving force and the way of quality improvement, and to
further promote the transformation of higher education quality work from management paradigm to governance
paradigm. As a result, the quality improvement of higher education institutions can be changed from externally led
to internally driven, and be transformed from “indicatorism” to focusing on service and contribution. We suggest
that: the literature and reform practice pay insufficient attention to the mindset dimension, which leads to the lack of
spiritual support for the operation of the quality governance system, and the inadequate governance effectiveness,
lack of endogenous motivation of institutions and the tendency of indicatorism. Based on the interpretation of the
connotation and features of quality governance mindset, and the analysis of the phenomenon that the institutional
system is increasingly mature while the development of mindset is lagging behind, we discuss three main principles
that need to be adhered to in order to build and improve quality governance mindset with Chinese characteristics.

Key words: high—quality development; quality governance mindset in higher education; modernization of

. . . . e ”
governance system and governance capacity; modern university system; breaking the “five—only
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On Definition, Characteristics and Requirements of Academic Undergraduate,
Practical Undergraduate, and Vocational Undergraduate

BIE Dunrong
(1. Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005 ;
2. China Association of Higher Education, Beijing 100191)

Abstract: Academic undergraduate education has been developed into a set of undergraduate education
system with the main goal of cultivating research—oriented talents, which has the characteristics of non-—
functionality, interdisciplinary integration and sustainable development. It pays more attention to basic theory
teaching, scientific research method training and innovative ability cultivation. Practical undergraduate is one of the
basic modes of talent training in modern higher education, with the main goal of training applied talents. Practical
undergraduate has the characteristics of focusing on practice-based purpose, technology orientation and specialty
education, which pays more attention to technical education and training, cultivation of ability to solve practical
problems, and cultivation of engineering technology awareness and professional ethics. Vocational undergraduate is
a sub category of the practical undergraduate, which is an education to cultivate vocational high—level technical
talents. Its characteristics mainly include: vocational orientation, complexity of technical skills training, and
connection between teaching and production. Vocational undergraduate education pays more attention to cultivation
of vocational advanced ability, on—site practical teaching and cultivation of vocational quality.

Key words: academic undergraduate; practical undergraduate; vocational undergraduate; higher education
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