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The Revitalization of Liberal Arts Through the “New”Liberal Arts
—Reflections on the Connotation Identification and Organization Logic of New Liberal Arts

Zhang Su & Zhang Zhonghua

Abstract: From the perspective of the transformation of knowledge production and the revolution of sci-
ence paradigms, the proposal of new liberal arts transcends traditional “either-or” classifications of science
disciplines, and reshapes a new paradigm of liberal arts that fosters compatibility. The transformation of
knowledge production methods in the era of artificial intelligence, the heterogeneity of academic organiza-
tional structures, and the power shift of knowledge discourse from western centrism to globalization are the
triple guiding logic for the construction of new liberal arts. Looking to the future, feasible paths for the con-
struction of the new liberal arts include: shifting from a single disciplinary framework to networked clusters
of knowledge; evolving from rigid academic units to loosely coupled academic organizations in new liberal
arts; and returning from a Euro-American centered perspective back to local discourse interpretations.

Keywords: new liberal arts; connotation identification; organizational logic; knowledge production; para-
digm revolution
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